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KNAC, Rhine river 
restoration in 
tributaries:

1. How does 
integration of 
knowledge in 
practice works?

2. Can we improve 
the integration of 
knowledge?
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Community of 
practice

• 20 policy makers, water 
managers, stakeholders, 
scientists

• Practice of river restoration
• “taking time to learn”

Experiments





Cognitive communities

  1990          2000          2010 

1989:             Opposition farmers                  1997:   1998:          Formal           Opposition        2004:               Changes and      Land            2014:  
Integrated and LTO             Reggevision    Floods in   decision         farmers and       Start                obstacles            acquisition     Finalization 
Policy Plan              Almelo      made              cooperation      execution       during           and  project 
Bornse Broek                      other parties     activities         execution          maintenance 

new water 
board vision

Flood

control

ecological

infrastructure

compensation

industry &

infrastructure

new

nature

translation

of

land owner

interests

WFD

implementation

Flood

control

compensation

industry &

infrastructure

Conference1/3 Dec. 2010



CoP observations
Integration of knowledge in practice:

– communication skills 
– space for reflection on experiences
– value of history and context

Community of practice as ‘meeting place’, ‘without’ 
losses of translation

Ecology/WFD ‘hidden’ project objective: new story 
lines are needed
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Invitation:
interactive training on Friday 

morning
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